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The follewing brief netes eencerning the nfentra
peeple, their custems and o emall weocabulary ef thely lan=
guage I put ferwerd with all diffidence.

I am well awere ef the diffisulties which beset
any individual whe endeavours te represont pounds by symbels.
The unoultivated ear with whieh he hears the sounds im enly
equalled by the inadequate alphabet on whiegh he has te rely
for symbels. : Grave impediments beth. Even te an expe-
riensed student ef phonoties the task of transletien would
net havujzaay. on this subjeet An University Reader in
Phonetios wrote me ten years age

"The diffienlty in regerd te writing native African
language is that the prencunciation of nest ef them
has net besn anslysed with sufficlent scourasy®

I om not aware of eny effort having been made te remeve ev
reduoe that diffieulty, as regavds the lengusge) of sshanti,
during the last deoade,

1 have endeavoured te write dewn the seunds I
imagine I heard in the notatien ef the English alphabet.

If the signs sre sueh as another would net wse at lLeast
I have been eensistent. A letter te me bears the same
‘sound each time it i1s used.

The amall vecabulary is net and is net intended
to be exhaustive. Rather is it suggestive of a poople
vhose language and histery await research.



The Wenohi Distriet is divided into three parts.
Takimen lying to the south and west, wenohi in the contre
and Jaman in ths norti and wost.

I Fell, in his netes, records that the Jamang
are o race diotined frem the aohantis., The chief diffe~
renoo being the lenguage. He staten that the Jamens have
three languages Abéena, Nkron and lfantra.

The Hfantra serve ths Omanhene ef Drove, as the
chief eof the Jamang is styled, through the COhene of Virems.
ThOy eocupy the villages situsted on the roed whieh runa
from Mengi te Sikassilte. Thelr prineipel villages are named
Debibi, Namasa, Dusdase, Jemars and Kokweng. MNfantra people
ers elsé te be feund in Nmeker and 8Sikassike.

Thoir origin, as teld by themselves, is the one
oommon to mott of the Ashanti peoples., Thelr ancestors cume
out of a hole In thke ground. Their particulary hele is situne
ted bhohind @& hizh hill, called Boma,&n the noighbourhooed of
Dobibvdi., TFrom that hole they erapt until they came te a lurge
troe from whieh were hanging many vines. Under this tree thoy
sheltered until they had built a village near by. This village
is new known & Debibi. Prem this plase they moved sast te

Nennsa, wont to Duadaso, north to Jamera end south te Kekwang.

Although the asccount of theiy oxigin is one very com-

men in aAshanti perhapa & reasen feor such a belief moy be suggest-

6d for this particular ease. It is well known that in verxéarly

times the ashantis with their warxioy serviters, men from
Denkyra, made incurnions inte the outlying distriets ef the
gountyry and killied or captured all whe eppesed them., It is
prosunsd that tho few whe encaped fled te the hills end



and forests and there lived quietly in order te aveid attmasting
the attention of their fievce wppressors. The asbantis having
obtained territeory by conquering and driving out the inhabltants
placed over the defeated aren a ovensul. He wes often a man fren
Denkeyra. Thip certainly happendd to the land eecuplied by the
ufantya people. To this doy they acknewledge ap thelr everlord
a ehief who proudly boasts that he is a Denkeyra. :
granted thepreswsptien what is moxe likely than that
the pesple whoe had eseaped to the fervest fantnenses endsavoured
to sonseal from their descendants the fuot that they had opposed
the peopls of the eonsul anﬁ tried te encourage the beliel when
that individual disecevered their existenee that they knew nething
of the fermer strife end that indeed their ancestors hud come eut
of u hole behind the hill,

- whether this theory ig tenable orx net two things gre
sextain. The wWiremeheno eotates that his ancestors were met in
Vireme by the lf'antras and they declare that the fivst ohief
they served was a Denkeyra. New the athantls did net everrun Jaman
until the relgn of Opoku warri. It is not feasible thal the lifantres
did net exist before that time. But it is poswvible that they were
driven into the bush on that sccasien and appeared after the sesond
attaclk on the Jamang by the aAshentis undey 0sel (poku the Heovond
fif%y-five‘yeara latar.

Whatever thelr origin it is obvieus that as seon as they
began to live in fixed settlements, paxhapa/gznge they did éﬂ,
thoy come inte contaot with the ashantis for thelr villages bear
Aghanti names. Even Debibi, whioh they called their first
village, I am informed though I camnet find cenfirmation f@rlit.
is the Ashanti werd for the particular shade tree undey which,
the Mfantran teok shelter.



Nomabs was 6o nomed by the sshantic whoe visited the place to buy tlke
flesh of game which had been killed by its inhabitants. Se plentiful
and cenctant was the gupply that ne ene at any tinme wes sent awsy
empty. whereupen they named the place Nam - N'ase (meat ne finish
1.0, meat 18 always procurable.)

Duadaso lies to the west of Debibi. Here in the carly deys o huge
tree,faned prebably fer its size, must have fallen. Fer hers the
¥fantras built o villege and in response teo questiens whenee they
onme and where they lived they replied Duandaseld.e. the place where
the trec lies. (dus~tree da~lie so-on)

The populmtien of the Hfantres villages as recerded by
lapt census is two thousend five hundred., This is prebably net
sorrect. The villages are feirly large end soatterdd. The five
Bfentra villages mentiened shove, I eatimate, centain neardy feur
thou-sand soeuls,.

The Hfantres escert,mept emphaticelly,that thsey are net
Ashantis, A easual inspestion revesls no marked physleal differcnce.
The heads of the men appear %o be a little squarer than these of the
Ashentis and that markedly typioanl head, called the asshanti head, is
perhaps less prevalent. The wonen have net omall feel and hends like
the ashantim pristesratic women. Thet they have o language diptinot
from the Ashaenti io certain. They are bilinguel. smeng themselves
they speak Hfanira, To oubtsiders they spesk asshanti fluently.

They live in small compound huts bullt of watbttle and daub
with thatched reefs. No arrvaggement is visible in the pesition of
the compounds., Hence the villages are bilzarre in gypearance and, I
dare say, under normal conditiens, nene tee clean.

The ehief oveupations of the Wfantra peeple ave farming
and hunting. The former is the moye important. From it they derive
their name. In edditlion te the erdinary foodetuffs they cultivate

cotten ond rubber.



Tribal markings are net enfoyced by custemary lav.
The elder men and women have three small oyescent chaped
marks on each pide of the neck. 7The yﬁun@gr/éﬁiggaorate{thair
chieoks ad fanoy dietates. Many have three parellel marks on
- the right cheek pnd o yrough parsalielogranm with & line drawn
horizontally through its centre on the left cheek.

Thelr custems diffexr little from these of the Ashantis,
Thepe at birth and death are similay, It io only in the marriege
eustoms that any marked difference appears.

~ Marriages are celebrated enly at the time of the first

raing after the fires have burnt the bush, UTnat is al the tine
when the earth begins te bring ferﬁh ite natural oropyp al'reslh.
The spying of the yemr. vhen the day of the marvisge arrives
the greem carries preuents of salt, moat and yam tegether
with a pot of pete to his prespective father~in-law. The peto
is osontumed in public. This publie drinking is regarded as
the eutward and visivle sign that the marriwge hao been cele«
brated., It ie alse o warning te all man that the lady is no
longer unattached. Aftey the censummation of the marricge the
husband has to present his mether-ine-law, overy yoar at the
yan Yeotival, with a ¢hiocken and four yums, Should he nol do
se the smissien is taken as o token that he desives u dlverce.
Haturally the separation of the parties epells the disventie

nuanee of the presenis.



Man
Woman
Child
Boy
Girl
Fathey
Mother
Brothex
8istey
Aunt
Husbhand
wife

Heod

rist
Foot

Noae
Youth

Breast
Hely

¥hiskors

A

Inlle
(hulle
Pool

Wangabirve

Bleheblire
Hdoo

Ja

Lille
Toga
Habille
Neple
Necheo

Ndaingn
Batia
Eanguro
njelile
Rybegia
Manne
Xaw
Nelge
Yireno |
Houre

Tusanours
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Fire

vater
gbdck
Stene

Knife

Food
Heat
8alt
Yeuan

reto

House
Pob
Honey
Gold
Ring
Beads
Dywm
Gun
Pipe
Tobaeon
Cotton

roge
Tivromm
¥a
Nonge

Broaia

8ille
Kyexrs
Winge
FPenyingi

Pinng

hange
¢hie
Suba
Subanyn
Pegile
Sarle
Bingoe
Pooa
Tubachie
Tuba

Codoll
{



One Nonu Twenty Foleo

Twe shi Thirty ¥eleo na kay
Three Terxo Foxty Felee shi
Four Diirie riLty Feleoshl na kay
Five Koneng s8ixty Peled terre
Six KeXonanu Seventy Foleoterre na kay
seven - Eekenauhi Eighty Feleo djirie
Bight Kekonaterre Hinety Felosdjirie na kay
Hine Kokenadjivie Rundred  ILaffar. |
Ten KRy
Bleven Remnuna

The nativaes of Debibi nmaintein
™velve Ramoghi thet in thelr language they
Thirteen Ramoterre §§§§3e§?ly i
Fouxteen xnmedjirie
Tiftoeen KamoXonong
Bixteon KameXkokonanu
Seventeen Fausokokenashi
Bightecn Kemskokennterre

Ninateen rerekokonedjirie



Sun

Hoen
stars

Sea
Lightning

Hyens.
Leopard
Lion
EXephant
Cow
sheep
Hozwe
Dog
Chieken

Yengl
walloe
Sesa
Kinyale

Komd
wengfio
vongebo
Sawa
ha
Nbon
Sopgo
Tl
Hgolle

 walk

 gleed

die
be bern
cut

burn

y oateh

eaok
buy
gall

» opll

apeal

- hony

quarrel

rake enfe

TUNoHee

Xiku
Kisure
Huydrd
x;ss
Kille
Segapelll
Wawarl Waring
Kiye

¥ilege

Tonge

rabl

Chike





