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INTRODUCTION 

A quick glance at the diagram on page one showing the area 

covered, indicates its compactness and contiguity. Ee.ch settle

ment is just a stone-t hrow f orm the other Vi ith only Bana.a and 

Sampa at the ends which out-distance the others. 

Despite its close-up nature the population is heterrogeneous with 

complex traits of culture b y way of r eligion, drc ::; s, behavioura l 

patterns and attitudes. '·,hile a sizeable proprotion profess 

islamic religion th e rest are traditional religionists. Many 

languages are spoken. l<'or instance, the Nuslim encl a ves compri

sing Namasa, Mengye and Broahane speak :Ve:da, Gy::,gopla and Nto-

g::,re respectively. ·rhe o-i; h e r groups, namely: Han:i., Sampa , Banda 

and Debibi speak Bono, Nafara ( for Banda and Samp c1.) ,::.,1C. P,;lla. 

My di~,cussions with Mr. Persson revealed that th e .T.,i :1· ,: . .i. :c, cs have 

classified all these numer ous languages under the l i :;bi c roup. 

The Nafana race consists of Banda, Sampa and Debibi. 'i'he Hani 

people represent the Bono "duoduakwa" while the lfandu comprises 

Namasa, Mengye and. Broahene (partly). The Banda-Muslims, who now 

inhabit ·Jen.chi, is within the Mande f'or they were brought along 

from those ·regions. '£he research student should carefully consider 

the traditions of origin of the various ethnic groups because as · 

land is the basis of social organization they tend to claim that they 

migrated from nowhere or from the heavens or holes. 

On the strength of nvaible evidence I am inclined to think Namasa 

had been the cradl e of 1:J1ci ent civilization in t ho Ee:o (Begho) Kingdom. 
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. . l 
chronologi c, 1ly &rrc,ngcd., ,l cco~_•dj_;:,.g i"" ::ic:.o d o cum:n:l;, T l a.id l:10. rid.c 

on t he kingdom has b c,en i n exi stence f or over 2 1 0C'C y00:c s b,"}fo 1:-e 

Christ. But t he Nafana traditions seem to null ii:;; ·'.;h 5.:, cJ.e.im. . 

Accordi ng to t h0m, tw·o ki ngdoms e:xi s-':::e d. bef'o:re the; r" l ,:,~ ·:--: '..,.c 8· ··of 

Namasa. .rh ese were t he KoJ. ossa a rrl the G-yame r a kj_rt.: ;do::;13 . IJc was 

during t he Gyamer a peri od ·chat the Nc.fo.na ( Bandn and ~.iampa) came 

from Ka kal a. t o s ettle i n t.he area. I t vm s pointed out th ""t the 

Kolassa inh rtb i t ed t ho S c"c1ll10 a r oc.t whc-:re N2.masa is o.t tho mom,3rtt. 
,.., 

This contention is support e d. b y J~,:;ycm~,.n Du3."·o.nd my o,;rn. v7ork among 

the Gyama n who say th ey came t o mr3et the I'.".J)Ci.nt r a ( Naf'ano.). a rrl the 

Kulamo (Bontuku) whom t h8y 1 £::i::er defea.ted ar1d t ook t heir l a nd.-' · 

. The frequ ent use of the v1ord '1K1.ng 11 may b e f ound non-conven-

tional he r e . f he only expJansti on ! offe r is t o dosigD.c'J,tG t he 

titl e to a r ul er of a.n ethnic group so as t o d ifferonciate him · from 

his sub-chiofs. So th e king stands out dist i nctly from tho ' lessor 

------ ---~ -·-- -~---------
1: The li s t cont a ins mo:ce th0.n Jchi r ty king s . No list ba s equalled 

thi s so far in t he r egi on 

2: Seo Ghana l\~o·;;es o,na. (~u_;;ri-:.;;3 Ne" 9 , Novemb er , 196) :)) • 36-39. 
. . 

3: ·r he r e ha s t •e::m a l .'.',nc1 dispute betv;oen SaJnpa or: ... ,jLU1, ;·.~. i..honkrci 
(Gyam2.n) . I v1as sl, oH:1 s ome d.ocU!lie nts by Nan a ::..:,· '! )n.'.> i , <i . 

. . 

.... 



- 3...; 

The Debibi peopl e cl nim to be both "Palla " a nd "Mpantra11
• But the 

Nafana ( Mpant r a ) deny any close affinity with them. I hope, more 

r esearch work will clarify the situation - Ar e the Palla and Nafana 

the same people? 

ACCULTURATION:- With t ho only exception of Bani ( :Scgho) the rest 

are non-Bono speakers. 'l'he Na;nasa claim to be tho true indigenous 

people. But this i s not confirmed by the traditions of the other 

ethnic group s . It shoul d also be borne in mi nd ·chac Namasa, Me ngye, 

· and Bro a.bane have heavy Moslem popul ations - over 90o/o in respective 

areas. 

The physical appeara nce of the three ethnic group is cpl:~_·cc d iffer ent 

from those a t Banda, Sam.pa and Debibi. .i.'he men l ook ·call , strong 

and hefty vvi th good physique unlike their "dwarfish" anu. tt smallish'! 

neighbours. They seem to ha ve travelled far and vtldo and ha ve 

·western tastes e . g . clothing and t eking tea or coffeG after meals. 

Their way of life , bahaviour and culture is quite different anl this 

is conspicuous to a;ny visitor. They do not own stool property like 

palanquin, swords and the Black stool. The few they have .wer e given 

them by outside powers. l'ho Gyamans introduced gold-plaited sworqs 

to them while the .~santes presented gifts like_ pala nquin, swords and 

asipim chair a s partners in war. 

Their long a ssociation and int er a ction with other peoples, 

particularly As<".nt e ,, has affected their language-culture.
1 

l: I am soley concerned with the non-Bono speakers hero. This is 
similar to the situation with Badu a rrl Seib,a (Kulamo). 
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Though they ha ve l o ca-1 plo.co-- names yat they ba,ve come tc adopt t hose 

impose d on them by t he i r con qu e r or s .Asante a nd Gy2..man. This i s a 

typical e.xampl e :-

:.Cmpo s ed lfamo 
, -~- ~ - - • •• • . e - - ""' •. r . 

(1 ) Deb ibi 

(2) Nama s a 

(3) Sampa 

(4) Ba nda 

(5) Broahane 

·· ( 6) Mengy e 

I ndigenous Name 
. .... ~ " --- ----~-- -----

(1 ) G-b i z i go 

( 2) Demi sD. o r Domusa 

(4.) l•u kalla ( The Kula.mo 

ca,ll it 11\J.kai OOI'

rupted). 

(5) Bokc'3,lla 

( 6) ;l'ug gye 

I fe el the impo s i t i on \Jas c one so t'.'.lc: t the co n qu cr :::,c! ,· :j_ · '.1.t ident ify 

with tho conquerors. 'I'b:i.s ·;.·:,,s J.n :;_ ina · ,-~Ith the At·:1 ,,>, :;'., ilosop hy 

._ of "Obi Nkye re: Obi a_9e11 - - ( No on e p oin ts to the or.cc~'.;~-,~ rn :: neth e r) 

As I have already indica t ed somewhe r e else this 2.:cua is ,a -rich 

source of historical a ctivity b ea ring in m;ind that ·ch o c:; ror~t Be:o 

(Begho) kingdom once e xistod ha r e a nd al so Pe.,.TJlp. s a -;_·:a::, used as a. 

hide-out by Sa.more. 'Moreove r , it b-,d. bea n the ce nt r;o, o :C a ct ivity 

bet,-ve en the g reat warring k ingdoms of .Asante a nd Gyarnan f o r ce nturie s. 

The works of Me ssrs . Ca r ol D. Jo rdan r.nd Andre-;; Pe rs son (Banda a nd 

Broa hane ) both of t he I n:stitute of Linguistic;:, , •i'.'))IlalG , will in no 

me a n measure se rve t o u rn:;ar'ch the p D,st a c:t i vi t i os of these p e apl e . 

A 
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These anthropologists have b een int e ract i ng wit h the inhabitants f'or 

several years .and. ',1ill get a bett e r vie. : of t be structural a nd 

beha vioural patterns of these s ocieties, . .l\l.re2.dy Mr. Jordan has 

made seve r a l collect ions of mat erial and som'3 puplications to _his 

credit and he . is also r1orking on transl ,xc.illC, the Holy .Bible ipto 

Nafara. His counterpar t , Mr. Pers son i s l e;::,ving no stone unttq•ned 

and has a lso come, ot;t ;,ith a paper udci tLd ns~El_O Oral . •rraditions 

of' Brawhani" which Dr. Kropp Da kubu kind1y g;wo me a copy of the :one 

deposited in th e Institute of African Studi es Libra ry at Legon. 

Some of th e difficulties I e:xperiencec1 in this a rea incl-y.ded 
,_\t 

(a) lack Qf tra nsport (b) l a ck of i;;ater ( c) unpa s sable roads and 

( d) accommodation to some extent. My only r ,3.vico -:~o all future 

researchers is not t o take up any a ssignml: ::rc [y ·; :, 0 bGt,~een January .· 

and July - No water!! All the streams get cl.riod up during this 

period. Coincidentally, th e ideal p eriod which is after .June brings 

in incessant rains which cut deep gullys i n the roads to; render them 

unmotorable.. It is pathetic t o note th at a n industrious f a rmer c:t 

Broahane disposed . of his 500 ( five hundrea.' t ub e rs of ·wat e r yam 

(afasec) for only _z5.oo (five cedis). ·.rhis is quite incredible but 
~-. 

yet . ~t . did happen. His e:xplanation wa s that these yams were getting 

rotten. Jith tho b ad condition of the ro ads the driver . he approached 

was not prepar ed. to ch a r ge not les s than ,f1100. OG ( one hundred) to . 

convey them to the nearest market a t l'ochiman; and moreover, this .. 

would leave him with no profit. 
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So he ha d. t o di sp ose of t h e :-;hol e l ".Jt fo x· s1.:cch r1 paltry s um to buy 

"Tit.YI.An - locally treated t ob a cc c" 

De sp it e some hardship s and. ot her i nco nve nience s I f ound th e 

exe rcise exc:: .. t i ng , adve nturou s , ?,rd iE~G i'.'8sting . One would l ove 

to s e e the D.')n-dc script r ange of ~and.a .Hills inlr!l.ed i at ol y beyond 

Ba nda - ,'>.hen~ro, It i s just c. rrna1.1t iful Ei ce nory and I' ill trea-

sure t h'e memor;;: of it f o r long . 

emerged from an opening . at Dom:pafie n2ar· I ,~01d.a~ .i,ccording t o 

Mr. Persson th i s opening s:,al l ovved up al mos :, r ·.:ho7. e gro up of 

people. rhe only survivors now f orr:, a household. v1i -ch a dist inct 

language of t heir own. It :i. s ·1vort h ext r e.cting s omething f r om t irnm 

before they g et e xtinct . There i s th e: much-talked--of Banda Lake 

under the Makal a Chief. I t s water is no:5.thor boil ed nor d runk 

without go i ng t h rough some r itue:l s . I r1op3 , this beaut i f'ul l a ke 

could b e devel oped t o attra ct t ourism. 

In conclusion , I r emi nd all T.'.3 n.·l.:?.:·s ~~'.1r::c 211 t he t ap e s u sec1 

in this ex~rc ise have b 0en d eposited in ·che L1stit ut e 1 s Lib~.'.lr y 

at Lego n. 'l'hat I conduct ed t he i nt ervieus i n Bono dial e ct mostly ; 

and tha t t he Kul ange: was u sed on onl y one occas i on at Br o ahana. 

where th e informa nt wa s well ve r s-::,d in :.t . 'I'ffi B· i.019.s 11.one· t o cl'ti,-rify 

a point in Mr. Pe r sson ! s p_ap er e ,.s.:~·l i ,.::: r pon:cioned. I exp r Gss my ve r y 

sincere t hanks t o cl l t r,i e c hi efs wh o c-=i-ppcnJ.tod to mc1 ke my vior k a 

success, e spe cial ly, Nana. Sampahene who mad e ava i l abl e t o me some 

valuable doownent s. 

b . ~o I'.--~ Ow·usuh 
;s/:"./7{i . 

r 
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Respondents:-

( l) Name: Nana Kofi Dwuruh 

St atus: Oma nhe ne of Banda Traditional Area. 

Age: 150 yea rs 

Date: 9th June, 1976. 

(2) Nana Kofi Mensah, Gyasehene, 45 yrs. 

(3) Nana Sienyono Kwabena, Akyeamehene, 50 years 

(4) Nana Wulo .Aboateaa, Banimhene, 67 years 

(5) Kwame Donkor, chief Farmer, 50 yrs. 

(6) Pastor J.K. Yeboah, African Faith Tabernacle Congregation 

church, 55 years. 

0th ers in attendance were: 

(1) J. M. Dwuruh, Oheneba (Prince) 24 years 

( ii) A • .A . Ahenlam, . Oheneba. ( Prir,ce) · 32 years 

( J.• 1· 1· ) Ki 1 K K Oh l 21 ngs ey .• uma, enenana, · years. 

~£ •. (AEaee:) by Nana Kofi Dwuruh himself. 

This was said in Nafara but Nana's voice was so faint that 

I could not write it down. 

·rhe translation was done in rwi by Nana Kofi Mensah, Gyasehene, 

of Banda 'i'radi tional Area. 

l: 'I'he King's great grandson. 
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The Translated Version 

(1) B0re a Nananom firii Y.akala (France)
1 

baa asase yi so 

Nana nom bEt enaa a sase yi so asomdwoeE mu 

Nana seisei y8see y-Bnkye rn abakosEm 

Ab a kosEm ne se ye baa ha bEtenaa asase yi so no 

Nana Kra Longo na ode yEn b aae€ 

( 2) Afei bere a yEreb a no na Sampa 

Sie Nyonogbo na oka ho 

Na yEbaee: no na Nananom tee no gyaa Sampa 

Sc tena ha, na mereko anim 

Akotena bepo no ase 

(3) Afei saisei Kra Longo a ode yen firii France 

Baee: no nsa a yede bo mpaee: 

Arna dwumadie no akoso nie 

Enti wo nsa ni gye 

Se: yekasa a yEnkasa mfom 

(4) Se asem a yerebe:ka enni mu 

Enti Nana Sie Longo wo nsa ni 

Mo mmoa y-Bn Sc ase:m a yerebe:ka agu 

Afidie yi mu yi e:nko so 

Emma ye:n mfom na dee: ycrebcka biara cntene 

( 5Y Nti wo nsa no no 

Nana Kra Longo wo nsa ni 

Nana Sie Longo wo nsa ni 

Mpanyimi'oo a mo baa akyire 

Mo nsa ni mongye nom 

Ma ye:nko dwumadie no so 

Ma cnko so pcpce:pe: ma y-Bn 

l,-: This refers to the Republic of Ivory Coast. 



1: That 

(1) When our ancestors left Kakala for this place 

·rhey came to settl e here in peace 

Now we a r e asked to t eli . bur history 

Our history is th at when we came to settle here 

Nana Kra Longo was our l eader who brought us. 

(2) Again when we were coming Sampa 

Sie Nyonogbo was with us 

But he was left behind at Sampa 

By our ancestors to stay there 

'.l hile Nana left to go and stay below the hill 

(3) It was Kra Longo also brought us from France1 

And we are pouring this libation in his honour 

· To let this .interview be , successful 

So this is your drink 

: then we talk don't let us falter 

(4) Let what we are g oing . to "!ay be acceptable 

So Nana Sie Longo, your drink 

( 5) 

is 

Help us so that what we say 'into this machine 

~/ill be right 

Don't let us falter 

Let what we say be straight 

So this is your drink 

Nana Kra Longo, your drink 

Nana Sie Longo, your drink 

All the Elders who cam e after 

;.rhis is your drink and drink it 

fo 1 et th e interview be successful 

.And let everything be orderly for us. 

tb e present Republic of Ivory Coast. 
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:mere did you come ·from t o settl e · t his ai:..e a? 

Kakal a . . 

'f,b ere i s Kakala? 

,1' 
In Fra nce , Gyimini line • 

'. ihy di_d you l e 2_ve your form er pl a ce ? 

Ther e was a st ool dispute over succession and inheritance. 

Who we.s the true successor? 

A. Kra kmgo. He was entitled to inherit the stool wives 

(Kunafoo) but this was denied him so he left to build a new 

Q. 

A. 

,· 
township . 

How did you leave? 
. ,_-· • 1, 

·':Je 'Came in one group and Sampa Sie Nyonogbo was with us a t 

t hat time . The Tampi people were with us too.. 

Q. '::lho are t he Tampi people? 

A. They ar e now in (France1 i.~. Ivory Coast. Thus three groups 

of one f amily came; · v;i.z : _ 

Q. 

. ( i ) Kra Longo 

(ii) Si e Nyonogbo 

( iii) 1'he Taropi 

But t he overall leader of t h e three groups was Kra Longo. 

Di d you f ind any other p eople living here when you arrived in 

t h is pl a ce? 
. , 

A. Nobody wa s he r e up to t h e R. 'i'ain. _Nana Agyeman h ad not the n 

come t o s ettl e her e . 

---------- - - ~-----~--- ---· ·---·---~~~-------- -
1: In th e ne i ghb ourhood of Gyimini (Jiinini). 

r 
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q. 1,\,'ho was this Nana Agyeman? 

.A . The Gyamn.n King. 

q. ' /ha t l a nguage did you sp e a k when you ar rived here? 

A. Banda Y-..o.s a (Banda language) . 

Q. Could you give us the name of th at language? 

1~. Nafana. 

Q. How do you call the Banda people? 

A. Nafane. , 

Q. Do the people and the language the same? 

A. No, the language is called NAFiUU. while the people are N.AFANA. 

Q. Do you think your language has changed? 

Q. How was your state founded? 

A. fhe founder was Kra L;:ingo. 

Q. How did you come by the name Banda? 

J\ . Our ancestors went to the Mfa.nti war on the side of .Asante. 

A. 

On rea ching Kumasi we insisted going straight to the coast to 

meet the enemy without a sleep-over at Kumasi~ Thus we were 

referred to in Twi (Bono) "Ba Nda" - They did not sleep. 

The phra se "Ba Nda" became Band.a up to this day. 

NB: -Je got to know the As ant ehene through Nkoranza Baffoe who 

befriended our ancestors. 

Vlhich stat e s have been your neighbours? 

We hoard only of the Mo people who are just beyond Adre (i.e. the 

Bl a ck Vol t a ). 
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Q. List of_ Ki~:-

A. ( i) Kra fongo 

0.. 

A. 

( ii) Sakyi 

(iii) PcZOO 

(iv) Oh one Gyira 

( v) Habaa 

( vi) Na na De,bla (Dabila) 

( vii) Yaw Sie Longo - He went to the Mfanti war 

(viii) Nana Kofi Dwuru - (present king). 

List of Queen~:-

(i) Yadwo Gongo 

( ii) KyaJile Brofea - She w~.s noted for her breavery arrl beheaded 

women who went contrary to custom e.g •. ge,tting pregnant when 

customary rites and not bee n pe~fQrmed. She also did the 

singulary deed by cutting the head of the defeated Kolassa 

king; hence the title 11Brofea 11 
- lmife.

1 

( iii) Kodongi 

( iv) l illl!Ila Kwatia · 

( v) .Adwo Boke 

(vi) Pani.Ya-a 

( vii) Nana Amma 

( viii) Nana .Amma Bile 

(ix) Adwoa Kepefo (present Queen) 

1: The KulaJI10 word for lmife is Brofea ( who borrowed from the other?) 

.. 
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Q. . What s·:_gnifica nt events ~appened in the reigns of these 

~ngs/Qu ee_ns? 

.A.. (i) .5ie Longo - He vras a great vvarrior and went to Mfanti Yar .-

(ii) K:var:1c: Brofea - See h e r fea ts in cutting off the head of 

the Kolassa king and also observing the 

strict norms of s ociety. 

GOVERNMENT i~FD INSTITUTIONS 

Q. How iE your stat e governed? 

A. The following chiefs help in the ad.ministration - Krontihene , 

Gya~ehe ~e , Nifahcme, Kyidornhene, Benkumhene, Ankobeahene and 

the .Acl.~~temene. 

Q. 

.A. 

Vw'hat roles do they play in the government? 

(i) Queen - She rallies round the women when they aro needed • 

On the installation of a new king the Queen is to be 

informed first. She t akes active pa rt in the selection of a 

new ruler. 

-· ' 

(ii) Krontihene - He is the Acting Head of state. In some 
. , ... 

matters things pass throufjl him to the king. 

(iii) Gya sehone - He is styled the II son" of the king. He t ake s 

cha rge of the sons and d aught ers of c;Li~ ,~he past arrl present 

rulers. He rallies ,thGm round the Great Stool. 

Domestic issues involv~ng the stool fall within his domain. 
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Q. What t owns and village s fall ,-ii thin your administration? 

A. Mangoase, Buil, Ke.Sc.a, Lokakyena, Batt or, Famang, Dorboo; 

Kabronu, Ke.nka, Sasi, Gb ao, Dompofie, Sangba, Makara, \foVIa, 

1 
Banda-BoP. si, Bofie, and Mengye . 

othe rs a r e Sab ie, Nyire, Kogyes , Domoli, and Broahane (part 

of it s erve s Banda) • 

Q. I s Broaha ne part of the Nafana p eople? 

L.. They a r e Ntogore but Nafa.na people constitute part of the tovm. 

Formerly the whola town served Banda. 

Q. What a r e the rules of succession in your state? 

.i:.. Consider ation is given to one's brothers or sisters' sons. 

But preference usually goes to the brother whose mother is 

the mo st senior. 

Q. What about one's own sons? 

i:.. They are not entitled to the stooi. 

Q. What a re the main gods of your state? 

i.~. ( i) Sany a Kopo - Viar gal 

( ii) Kafonno 

(iii) Taplapoo 

(iv) Tiee 

The Taplapoo: 

It is a Lake god a nd prot e cts us from wars arid 'disea ses. 

No one- ·retches wat e r from it for any domestic use a s its water 

is not b e lled 

l: This was formerly under Banda but now detached. 
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Sa crifio,.' s sh ould be made bef ore, the water is coll e cted for 

drinking purposes. Tho ca r et ake r i s the Makala chief; and 

Maka>:· i s 10 ( ten) mil'cs from Banda .:ihenkro. 

Of :il l t l-i e gods wh ich is t he most powerful? 

No a:nsn:n , 

How ,,ere: .they a cquired? 

. a . ' Sa.ny ,~ J(op ·J ce.me· f i rst. We hoa r d of it a s g iving protection 

in tir., 2 of v.iar so we went for i .+; . 

Q. From ·;,hore? 

Jl.• Kabanye. , 

Q. ·where is this place? 

.1 •• Near Bol e • 

q. How did you a cquire th e others? 

A. ( ii) l<afanno - \lfe brought it from Kakal a . 
·.1 

( iii) Tiee - i\l so from Kakala .• 

Q. What a r e the emblems, th e main r,tqte swords artl the symbol s 
.i... .. _ . 

of your stat e? 

J~ . · We have the Bongebongo which i s the local riame for apa~n 

Q. 

' Ju 

q. 
,· 

":•• 

Q. 

(Pal a;-iquin) q>~ d the Poo (pou) v,h ich is the ·sword. These were 

part of t he st ool property we brought from Kakala. 

In whose reign did you acquire them? · 

Kra Longo. 

1,'hat a r e the Op,ths of your stE.te ? 

Fiada .Y. 

How did ·it ·come t o be adopted? 

,. 



- 108 -

.A. It was on one Friday a t 7 a .m. th at Na.nanom had the ir first 

war he nce Fi ada (Frida y) became our oath. 

Q. . I n whos o :te i gn? 

q. ~;bf:.t a r e the penalti e s att a ched to it? 

J. . I n th e past i f one s wor e it t hat party would not eat again. 

But now t he s wear er will only provide a s he ep f or purificator y 

rit es . 

Q. -,,bat a r e t he ma in f e stivals of your st ate? 

.A. (i) Ta noo - yam f'e st ival 

(ii) Sa nya kopo 

(iii) Tiee 

(iv) '.faplapoo 

(v) Gy-oobe:nne: - I!'or both traditional. ,.and Muslim worshippers 

( vi) D~mnyi _ :·Muslims only . 
:·, ; 

Q. How are they celebrated? 

;l . ( i) Tanoo - It is c elebrated on Nkyidwoo Day. 

ii.11 sub-ehiefs ( v,ho ride in pala nquins) come to join the 

king who ride s in a palanquin to the river-side to perform 

some customary rite s. 

Q. How is it do ne? 

i•• A sheep is slaught e red and a dozen egg s offered to the river • 

.P. cow is also offered to baptize the Great Stool. Yle do all 

the se on t h e Nkyidwoo Day. Two drums of drinks are offered to 

the stool befor e the co w is sl aughtered. 
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::hat a r e your deat h ano. ma,rria ge rit es a..11.d customs. 

Marria~ 

A young man had t o do brideservice to th e would-be ·wife 's 

parents in the past. I f the parents got s atisfi ed they woul d 

give t h e ir consent to th e marr iage . He was a t liberty to take 

a ny girl as a wife . 

(; . Did he p erform the s a..'Ile rit e s e, young man? 

J~. No . 

Q. Did the king ch oo s e wives from some households? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Could you give us some exampl es? 

.i'-.. Yes (i) From Yaw Dabla House - Gyas e clan 

(ii) From Bu:ma House - G-yase cl a n 

(iii) From Opa nyin Yavf Pe: Yaw - Gya se clan. 

Death of a Youth:-

It was e, s ad affair in the pa st. ·rhe youth met and bought, 

say, s i x kegs of gu n powder. Ther e was firing of musketry • 

... ~fter burial d,rinks were 3erved to th e people. Local drumming 

and dancing followed. 

Q. ::hat H2.s done t o a scertai n ,7heth e r the dead lived a good life 

on earth b ef ore b u.ri al? 

A. If a ny death occurred th e f\-,_t ber of t he decea sed was informed 

first. l'he dead was askec. i;.;h ethe r he was destine d to die in tha t 

manner or the ancestors crme for him. 
. 1 

If he was bad or good he 

1: This alway.3 refers to being a :,itch. 
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would say it. 

Q. Di d this involve th e ritual of "carrying"? 

.... Yo s • 

Q. How v,2, s this done? 

,', 

·" · Ei ght u eopl e with f our on each side ca rried th e whole dead body. 

If tho de cea s ed died abroad th e sleep ing cloth D.nd mat or 

b oddint. wer e brought home . In such a circumstances only four 

peopl e v10 ul d do t he ca rrying i. e . t wo on each side. 

Deat h of the king: 

A. This was r eport ed t v;o weeks after. The death was confined to 

a n inne r circl e . It took three weeks f o r th e public to get 

a wind of it. It was t he r osponsibility of th e Okyeame and 

sword bee..r e rs t o go round to tell the va rious wing chief s • 
. ;.. t-

Q. On whose authority was the public informed of the king's dea th? 

~~ . Krontihene and .~do ntenhene . 

Q. What happened if s omeone else s·a id it? 

A. In t b e p a st he would be e xecuted. 

Q. 1;.'hat did the i!.'lders bring along t o mourn their king? 

A. Drums , guns and powder. 

Q. How do th e Elders s wear to th eir dead king? 

1.. Now i f you go tell tho depart ed Ancestors. · That the state you've 

l eft. Is in t he hands of Kr ontire and i\donten 

So th ey (ance stors) shoul d hel p to find 

J.,. ·suit abl e succE: s$or for you 

Who v,ill a dminister the st at e well 

If you go t rcke this drink a ni inform th e Elders. 
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So that we will be abl e t o administer the st at e 

Kose! Kose! ! Kose! ! ! ( P3ace ! ?eace ! ! Pea ce!!!) 

(l. We r e the r e any human sa crifices? 

i~. Yes . ·rn th e pa st his Kr o. ( soul servc:.nt) .ha d to a ccompany 

him. Th E:· :.do nt enhene, t oo ;, hac. to off e r one human being at 

the burid. ;{e stopped -",ll t h ese when the whit e man came . 

q. i~t present vhn.t do you s :i.crifice inst ead? 

1.. Cow. 

Q. Ha ve you P.ny drum music, songs, incant Rtions etc. in which 

your history is narrated? 

,~. \l e call tlie atumpa n drums 1?,_e:r200. ~ile used th em to transmit 

message s in time of da nger e. g . r.'a r, death or fire. 

Pra ise song iri Naf a r a: :-

Fining1 · oo · Fini me metrin.fu a 

Me ndwama bpp_go foi::iga _me 

liaO N1:cf a nam, onwonou Nafana Nwonoun 

fonouofaa ! 

Ka ne. fefrs obiaa yiriye rs 

Mofa tenebi obiaa ten0bi 

Tvii Tra n sl "ltion 

Dwa a ysabo no ha soiso i 

Mpanyimfoo nyinc, g ahyi o. 

4,f e i ne. obrempon apue 

Obia r a nsore ngyi n.'l ho 

Ot'umf o'o r eb a ! Otumf o.::i robp_ ! ! 

~ r etena a s e ! oret cm ",. ::i so ! ! 

( Obiara nso nte DP.. a se) 
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English Version 

1:i.t this durb a r grounds 

. ,11 the Mders ha ve mot 

·rhe Mi ghty One is ab out t o a ppoa r 

~.11 must rise up 

The Mi ghty One is coming J he ' s coming 

He is sitting he's sitting 

( ".11 can sit down now) • 

q. Did your st ate have a ny standing army? 

J~ . i,11 men vrn r e mobilised to fight during wars. 

Q. How did you fight? 

l .. The ,;idontenhene went ahead of all of us. Be nkum and Nifa 

t oo k th e l eft and ri ght wing s r e spectively.~ .. The king was 

a l ways a t the r ear. The Gya sehene, stool carriers, sons a nd 

daught e rs of th e king surrounded him. The Gya se clan formed 

the security guar d . 

1) . 1;,'hich of t he ch i efs t ook cha r ge at home? 

,;i.. 1,b a komahe ne . 

Q. '}hat weapons did you use? 

J:, . ~✓e a t first used bows and ar r ows. ~.-e came t o use the gun 

aft e r , ·a r d s. 

lt'rom wher e d i d you obt aJn t he gun? 

The Gyimini (Jimini) pec pl8 manufActured some for us. 

Q. :ih or e is Gyimini 1 And? 

Half is in Ghana and t he other half is in th e I. Co ast. 



They made gunp owder also. 

Q. 'In whose r e ign did you obt a in the gun? 

ii.. Sie kmgo. 

Q. Ha ve you any i~safo companio s? 

1.~. No . 

ECONOMY 
(a) l,griculture 

Q. Have you al.nays b0en f a r mer s? 

i\.. Yes. 

Q. Vhat crops did you cultivat e? 

.,;.. Yam, cassava , maize, a t ) koo ( guinea c orn) e..nd ayuo (millet). 

Q. Ha ve you heard about s alt? 

i.i. Yes. 

Q. Yihere did you get salt fro m? 

;_~. Krachi (Krakye). 

Q. You have also heard of kola nuts? 

i~ . Yes, ·we obtained s ome fro m /1sante. 

Q. · .ilre there any minerals in this ,1re<".? 

L. Ye s. i}e mined gold in the past. 

(b) Post European Period 

q. Ha ve you heard of th o ~l2ve trade? 

,,1. Ye s. ·;e bought some slave s and captured others in war. 

Q. How we r e you treating these slaves? 

.1~. We gave them f oo d a nd clothing. If y ou failed to look after 

him well he would bolt away. 
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Q. Could a. sl a ve rise up in c. J. ci;;:. ily t o inh erit a stool? 

.i.:. :N o . It ¥l a s only captive s in \:T nr who could be c onsidered in f 81'V 

ca ses. 

RELIGIOUS 

Q. :.:e r e your ancesto rs Christians , Muslims or ancestral worshippers? 

J.... Traciti onal rnligionist s. 

(} . 'ahat is b o som (god) ? 

i.. h'e have "stone god " - "b o some" and " adunsini" god. 

Q. 

The "sto ne god" wa s not taken to v,ar, it was the "boduaa" 

( suma.ri.) that was carried along to war. 

Ha ve you heard of Kasampere - god? 

J.-~ . Yes. 

(?. . i~h e re is it? 

.t i • No reply. 

Q. Have you clso heard of Dvmmo - go d? 

J,. ~.-e do n't ha ve it here. 

Q. He.ve you got Fetish Priests or .1:~komfoo? 

i~ . The re is a dif f e r e nco betwe en Lkomfo;:, (Fetish Priest Dancers) . 

and Bosomfoo (Fetish Pri e st Diviners). The Dancers display 

in public and use white clay e.g. the Tano god dancer. But . 

t he Bo s omfoo pra ys and offers s a crifices (fowl) to the gods. 

He d oe s not d ance in public. 

Q. l. hat r oles do the priests play in the state? 

.tu The i~komfoo d ivine t o know ,·,hether the ea rth is polluted so that 

we pacify it. .i,gain a priest ca n fort ell future clrought or great 
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winds about to occur. The ne ce ssary rites will then be performed 

to i1 vert 'national calamity. 

De- you think there will come a time when there will be no .Fetish 

Prie ate? 

i;.. Yes, I believe this. In the pa st there wa s no Christian Church 

here but now the Christian believers seem to out-number the 

tra ·5.itional ·.0,orshippers. 

ii.NCIENT RELICS i'\ND ITEMS OF REG~-~LI.~ 

Q. Are there any ancient sites, relics, cemeteries etc. in 

your state? 

.i\.. Yes (i) Taplap~o 

( ii) Kafonoo - No visits on Fridays 

If one violates it he will go mad. To regain sanity he 

has to make a thorough coni'ession. 

Q. Has there been any litigation over land boundaries between your 

state and any of the neighbouring states? 

A. Yes, there has been one between ·us and 1rechiman over who owns 

the Obuasi lands. 

Q. Who settled the dispute? 

A. A D. C. at Kint8Jnpo. 

Q. Have you a _copy of th e proceedings in your possession? 

A. No. 'rhey got burnt when the town was in conflagration some 

time ago. 

Q. Have there been any int e rnal disputes over succession and destool

ment of the king? 
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A. No. ·;,e do not d e stool t he king. He r e igns for life. 

But t he l e sser ch iefs can b e destooled. 

Q. Could you t ell me the relationsh ip b et ween your state and th e 

f ollowing:-

( i) Samp9 - :./e a re kith and kin who emigrated from Kakal a . 

( ii) Kofi - Nothing with them. 

( iii) M~w;.ve ( Menj i) - It was part of Band.a in the past but now 

independent. 

( iv) Suma Ahe nkro - Independent state 

( v) Namas a - According to our tradition Namasa was the junior 

linguist to Ba rn.a. 

( vi) Rani (Be gho) - We fought and conquered Begho. They were 

th en known a s the Damusa people. 

Q. '.fo re th e Namasa part of th e Begho kingdom? 

A. Ye s. ·rhey we re the Darnusa p eople. 

Q. You mentioned Gyame r a , wh e r e are they now? 

A. Just b e yond Sampa . 

( vii) ~ - h11at I have been t old is th at the Asantes came to 

invade N so ko and carried a 1 ot of them away. They came 

to inform Ba ndahene. The Bandahene ga ve them a cala

b a sh full of gold to pay the ransom Asante was demanding. 

Asa nte aft er wr:.rds came to atta ck Banda on the pretext 

of findi.ng more gold. Nso ko helped Banda to fight Asante. 



.. 
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The Asant e hen e a sked N so ko why they helped us and 

: l 
Nsokohene r eplied "Nipa ye wo RY€ a da n' a se"; 

indicating our genero us a ssistance t o them some time 

pa st should be pai d f or. 

Q. Who '.Ve. s the Nsoko king .at t hat time? 

A. N a ne" ~°Jnpoforo . 

(vii i) £adu ( Ifu],,:~no) What I have bee n told is t hat we wer e 

nllia s in ma ny wa rs . They helped us ar.d we helped them. 

We got to know each ot he r throufP wars. As a r e sult 

cordial relations e xisted between us. There is j oking 

r el ationship b e t ween us~ 

Q. Could you t ell us th e conflict b et ween Badu and Seikwa - _all 

Kul amo? 

A. No answer. 

( ix) Techiman - We litigat ed over Obuasi lands. 

(x) Wenchi - In one of our wars we lost our stool which was 

found by th e Vie ):lchi people. The Vlenchihen e 

built a hut a nd pla ced it inside. There was 

"musuo 11 
( cal amity) over it a rrl the V/enchihene 

came to info rm Bandahene . We went to pay money 

t o V/enchih one before we got the stool back. 

1: This coul d b e interp r et e:i t o mean ' ,1 friend in ne ed is a friend 

indeed '. 
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(:x:1) As ant o :- Not h ing 

Q. Did you not havo any i nt e r a cti on with t ho .Asante kingdom? 

Ji . '. ihen we cane v;e di d. not knoH t hem. It was thr o ugh t h e help 

we ge,ve t o Nsoko that they got t o know u s .. 'rhe Asa nt e s th ou ght 

WG had pl e nty of gol d a nd ther ef or e atta cked u s t o get it. 

climbed. ove r th i s r e.nge of hill s you see ther e . 
l 

I'be ir guns coul d not r each u s . Tho Bande. king Dabla ' s s on 

came clown to tell t he '\. sant 0 s t hat t hey could not get u s whe re 

we we r e . Ho was a sked to go a n::l bring down his f ather. The 

king· c ame c1-v:om arrl kol a was "split" or broken open signifying 

pe a ce . This war we.s inde cisive ~ 

(xii) The Nkor anza Af f a ir:-

.Aft e r 
2 

some time Nkor anza Baffoe ' s hunt er a rrl Bandahene I s 

hunt e r met . They {kins) be came frie nds. 'l'he friendship cleveloped 

a nd Nkor anzahene l ed Bandahene , Sie Longo, t o Kuma si. Ba nclahene 

wa s introdu ced t o Ba f foe ' s f ath er - As ant eh one - a t Kuma si. 

The Bandahone carried al ong his b ow and arrow. The Asa ntehe ne 

. enquired. to blov,; wh et he r it could kill. 

1: Banda t o vm is built just b el ow this r a nge of hill s . 

2 : , Baff oe was t h e so n -of Osei Tutu~ 
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No sooner had the reply been given ' than he ordered f or a 

slave to be ti ed to a tree to a tree to be experimented. 

The Bandahene a imed and t ook a shot killing his vict ime 

instantly. The J~ santehene became suspicious o:f Baf'foe' s 

activities f or he accused him of having brought a dangerous 

f rie nd to him. The 1~ sa ntehene said, "You Banclahene go and 

l eav,:; Be.ff oe behinc:. ". 

N, ,turally B.";nc~ahen0 protested on the grounds that without 

Baffoe he would not know his way back. The Asantehene then 

gave in Prior to this Baffoe had then been earmarked f or · 

execution because of the incident earlier on, Thus the Banda

hene save the life of Baffoe. 11l i.babio Xant8lllanto" - This was 

the titl e bestowed on Bandah ene when he swore not t o take a 

step b a ck home without Baffoe. 

( xi) Mo - lle inhabited the sam e territory with th em. The son 

of Mohene and that of Bandahene had e. , co:nfl.ict which made 

us separate. The local name we have for the Mo pEiopl.e is 

is Gyamie (plural) and Gyan (singular). 

Q. How do you call the Kulamo? 

A. ldl those who speak Kulange: (Badu and Seikv,a) are known to us 

as Gbulaugbula (plural) and Gbulau (singular)
1

• 

( xii) Nsoatre and Berekum - Nothing with them. 

( xiii) Dormaa - There is joking relationship between us. 

1: Could this be th e corrupted f orm of Kulau - the singula r of Kulamo? 
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DOCUMENTS 

.At Bci.nc 1. I hr> r7. som0 p r ep A.r ed do cun1ent s from Mr. Dean Ca r ol ,Jor dan 

of t he Institute of LiLgui st i cs, '.l' emal e , who has beon r es i dent at 

Ba nda f ~J r s ev0r al ye a rs . He n.nd his fron ily now spec'.k end writ e Naf a r a 

thor ou ghly a nd. hav0 ma ny collecti ons t o t he ir cr edi t. ~a th his per

mission e.n cl t hat of Prince J . M. Dvmruh, I produce, the do cument s here 

unedit ed ::in ~·- unobric1god" 'l'he r eade r is t o t a.1<:o pai ns for the narr ation 

i s dif'ficul -::. t o f ol l ow with its l (m g unwi el dy sentences .. 

NO. 1: Histo r y of Ba nda 

"Tho Barnfas came from a pl a ce CA.ll ecl Ka ke.l P.. in t ho East e rn part 

of t he French Territor y and s ettl ed a t a place call ed Tampi. The 

first Ba nclahene Pho cBme with all th e people was c all ed Kra Longo. 

He f o ught all t he village s through which h e traversed t o Tampi. 

He f o u ght wi th him l a r ge f ollowers including the people of \/urakyi, 

Sampa and Jinijini. The first chief having serve9; for the place f or 

s ettlement, spotted t he Banda l an d on v,h ich he encl his people scrttl ec1 . 

He met onl y a few peopl e from Mc on th o l a n d axHl he killed some and sold 

th em. One of t he elders of Bandahene came a cross Bori K;,,vadwo, an ancestor 

of Yaw Mensah on a cert a in hill call ed Chonchon. That elder was Tokemau. 

Th at Bori KY,adwo and bis si ster Ymia and p s'Opl e wer e then in a hut just 

on t he b 2.s0 of t h e hill. Tokemau cap tured th ese t,.:;o inhabit ants and 

t ock t hem t o Bandaben e Kra Longo. Wh en these peopl e wer e a skec1 , th ey 

said t o have come from Kunti a e.nd had been t here for just a week. 

.. 



- 121 :... 

Bandahene refused t o give them t o Tokemau to go anc1 sel+ them. In 

their request, the Bandahone permitted them to go b a ck to stay on 

their lancl where 'r ok;omau captured th em. Bori Kwadwo , Yaw Mensah' s 

ancestor reported to Tokernau_ a rponth 8,fter their return that a fetish 

_ had descenc::ec'_ f'rom the sky into their _hamlet. Bori Kwadwo and Tokemau 

r~ported this fault to the Ba nd.,,hepe. Bandahene decided that Bori 

(Bori) Kv1aclwo sb cul d. t _cJke in- chargu of the fetish for him. Ba ndahene 

Nkramofo~? fo und a vill age close t o Bo·_ri Kwadwo I s hamiet anl ~Jned it 

Berna meard,..ng Nana 's farm after the first KrDJllo who made a farm there. 

Bori Kwadwo ' s hamlet was named Twlmfroase. Jill. these people 

continued to serve the Bandahene until P.santehene Osei Kwadwo heard 

of Barida and sent to invit e him t. ;:-; come and serve him. Ba ndahene refused 

to render allegiance t o its a nt ehel')-e contending that he was independent. 

This annoyed the .hsantehene who sent an army to kill the Bandahene. 

The latter had then allied with Nsawkawhene sent to ask him to 

come to his help. Nsawkawhene went and helped the Bandahene _ against 

the .Ashanti army. The .?'I.shantis defeated the Bandas with their ally -

Nsawkaw. The Bandas after the defeat climbed a hill and sat on the 

summit of it. The Ashantis could not reach them. i. prince of Banda 

by na,\Ue 1:=wasi libofu who wa s then in French territories having heard 

9f the . defeat , of his poople by the Ashantis who told him that if his 

peo;ple, v.ould_ submit, to serve them ( Ashpntis) the war would end. 

1: Mo.slems (pl.) and I(ramo (sing.) 
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The prince carried t his news t o his peopl e on · the t op of th e hill. 

They agr e ed. t o de sce nd th e hill and a ccepted th e t e rms of the Ashantis 

provided that th ey would d rink fetish with th e prince that on their 

des ce nt t he i;shantis woul d not kill th em. This was done and th e Ba ndas 

came down fro ;-~ t h e hilJ .o:.ncl .e>:ccept o~ t c own Lshanti hen e a s t heir ove r

l or c.~ 'J'ba 3['.,nr1o.hene t oo k t he us ual customar y oath of allegi a nce .· Some 

time aft erv;:_,r rls. t tic Banclahen e d ied an d was succeeded by one Wolo-Dwo · 

iri t he time o f -Nnna Bonsu Pe,nyin who ask ed fo r tho a ssistance of Banda s 

in Ashanti v,ar v1it h th e Denkyirai . Banclahane obeyed the invit ation 

and came wit h his army incl tiding Tampihene, Nsawkawhene and us. 

On t heir arrival in Kumasi, t hey we r e qua rtered at d iffere nt 

pla ce s, Yaw Mens ah' s an cest or, Bori Kwadwo was given t o Nsuman-Kwaa

h en e by t he 1.shantihene up on a n applicati on by Nana Bandahene t o 

a ccommodat e him. 

iH't er th e war, we returned t o Kuma si. Before this time, the Bandahene 

or the Banclas r od e on horse back. They d idn't knoH how to use the 

pala nquin (apakan). The .A s a nt ehene gave t o Bandahene an "apa kan" 

Bomaa dr um, · Kantamanto a n d six· ( 6) Gold.en swords. 'rhere is only one 

of th e s e swords l eft t oday. i~fter giving t hese gifts t o Banclahene the 

11 s a nt ehene · gave h i in permission t o l eave for Banda. Bandahene was 

empowered by i~sa ntehene t o t a ke po s session of all the l a nds in Barida. 

Sometime l at e r, t he 1. sant eh ene, Nana Bonsu Pany in s ent again to 

in.for m th e 13::,.ncla.hene t o comr:i ancl ass ist him t o fight th e J amans. 

The Band.as went and 2.s s ist ed . ..~ft er th e war, t he Be.nclas wer e accused 

of displayi ng cov. a.r c7-ice during th e war and so the .b.shantis fined us 
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1,000 predwans . This scared the Bandas a nd we decamped t o Bouna 

in th e ~~'rench Territories. The Bounas in there also fought us away 

from th eir land . "'Jo removed and settled at a place called DU:MJ\ . 

The survj_ving ancestor of Yaw Mensah (Berna) was called Shamewow 

went with u s. ·rho Bani:lahene at t h at time wa s called Dab ila.. The 

As hantis having he&r cl of us sent t o administer fetish t o Bandahene 

wh o consar.te:} t o surve .ttShantihGne again. Aft er taking the fetish, 

th e Banchs movec. t c t h ei r l ane:. Banda. 

No sooner after our r eturn, than the i\shantihone was th,ported. 

We became independent and co nse quently, the J amans :fought us and 
.. 

,. defeated us of our l a ncL. ;;e removed t o Mo which was then serving 

Nkoranza. Therefo re the land on which we settled belonged to Nkoran

zahene. During the Ashanti-Nkoranza war, the .Ashantis supplied us 

with gunpowder and asked f o r our assistance. This provoked the Nkoran

z a s and they · f ought agai nst us.. As the Bandas had no lap.d again, t o 

settle thereon, the Bandas removed t o Offinsu Akomadan and settled 

there. 

lift er a time, _th e Bandahene went to Bondouku and interviewed. 

the ·son of Bondouku Jijeman (1".gyeman) bJ: name Papi for the rest oration 

of our land t o us an~ agreed upon payment of 60 ( sixty) preclwans by 

··' the Bandahene plus two r oyals - male and famele • . The Bandas then 

returned t o Banda no l onger? af't er the white man come to Ashanti. 

1r'/e lived peacefully on the land. 

One day a Doctor, 'l'ayl or, went and asked the Bandahene t o give 

him a be arer t o accompany him t o Ob oa se land to inspect it for mining 



purpos e:, . D[_n cl_ahene d ep ut u1 _.,t,iku. n1i an d Mose s 4~c1 j ,d ( a prince of 

Juab i n wh o F,c:. s a, cl er k t o Da nc'Li.hene ) t o g o with the Dr . t o Ob oas e 

a s r e que sted . The Ob oaseh en e c1.t tha t time wa s one .i~kwa s i Gyinsiaw 

who was su ccqec1er1 by Kofi Gy2ni. The Do ctor ha ving ins p e ct ed t he 

l and a rr1.. r et u rned t r:. Ki nt amp r-~ sent t wenty.:..fi ve pou nd s ( £25) t o Ba nda-

hene b y v1ay of co nsider a t i on money. 'i'he Ba .. "1cl.ahene ga ve t hree pound s 

( £3) t 0 Be,ndah0ma a ( Qu e on), h ,o p ounds (£ 2) t o Ak:i,-,asi . Gyins i aw, Oboa

seh e ne , t o . of f er s a crif i ce e n th e l and f or it t c b e come pr o sp er ous. 

Wh en Kofi Gya ni di ed Kofi Girini suc ceeded him. Kofi Girini co ncert ed 

wit h Mo s e s Ld jei wh o hac:. th en been cl i smi ssec1 b y B_anclahene t o go a. rrl 

live on Ob oa s e land an d co l le ct al l monie s in r e spect t o t he l and 

and b r ing t o hi.!J]- . His i nt s ntion :leprived Baru.1ahene a shar e . 

Mo s es .i,~d je i fo unded a vill age cal l ed L s e:mp a Q1.ye: on t he d i sput ed 
·,,.. 

l ane. . Ba ndahene s ent t o , gu.esti on him a s t o v.:h at he was doing on the · 

land . Mos e s Ad j ei r eplied · t bat · it was Ob oa s ehen e Kof i Girini wh o 

pl aced him t h e r e . Kofi Girini r an t o Te chiman a nd ask ed 'l'e chimanhe ne · 

t o f i ght fo r Ob ca se l and fo r him , pr omi si ng t o share with h im the 

pr o ce ed s f r o:n . t h e l and . 

The ::J . C •. , Mr. i il konso n ( :d l conso n? ) a t Kint ampo s e nt f or Banda 

hen e 2.rfd . t o l cl him t h a t Te ch imanhene h ac1 compl a ined t o Cap,t. Pool e D. C., 

Sunya ni; t h,:ct l3.;tnc:.ahene hacJ dispos ed of hi s l and . The Commis$i one rs 

of ~i:e nch i ,:ind Sunyani r e spe ct ful ly me t a t Ob oasG and a f t e r hearing t he 
.'' 

ev i dence , of ~)oth ' T-e ch imar1 a nd B2n da , g a ve j udgement. :for. . Banda a s t he 

t he n owner of Oboa s e 1 and . ~,s t h e the n ch i ef Commi s sioner, Sir Full e r 

hand d emar ca t ed t h e b oundar ies b et we en Nsawkaw .:1,ncl Banda , and Suma and 

" 
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Banda . Tho Banc.a hene knov:s tha t he has no b oundary with any other 

person in t he disput ed a rea 11
• 

KABRONO MID BAND,A AND AHENKRO HIS'IDRY 

"Wh en Nana Sa k i succeeded I'Cra Longo, there was a woman who came 

throu gh the Bandc1, mountains to stay with Nar1c1, Saki and Nana t ook 

her t o Cha.me ( Kya.rnc) Boofie (Borofea ) t o fetch her water. 

Nana Saki gave the woman attached to him t o be t a ken m,ay and 

Peteli said they will ( would) stay and s erve him. 

Pcteli Md his sist er served Nar1c1, Saki for a long time and 

Nana Saki t ol d his men that when he d i ed Pcteli shoul d succeed him. 

Wh e n he died · he was succeeded by Peteli. He died within some few 

days 1U1d was succeeded by Wulo Gyo (Dwo). This brought the name of 

F..abrono t o th a people moaning - Fe ver place". 

Bandas and Mohammedans 

"V✓hen Kr ci Longo was c oming t o this land vri. th his peoples, he 

1 
went and t ook some Mohammedans to lead him and begged God for him. 

2 
They wer ~ th e Kankan people. When Kra Longo and his people cam e t o 

this l and t hey came ,":end met the Saas i (Ligbi) poople here. They said 

t o come from BG g r) (Be gho ). 

1: 'I,'o offer pre,yers on his b ehalf 

2: Is .in the Republic of Guinea - West .Africa. 
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When Bard 2, p oe,pl e l c1,nr'l0cL here, the r e was also a chief ruling 

th e Sampa poople ce,Uec7.. ['.enyumo Kpoo ( Sie Nyonogbo ). The chief co.me 

t o Bandehene and told him t o f i ght t he Saasi people. 

The f ouf~ht f~r.1 a inst these peopl e Mel conque r en. t hem and s ome of them 

r nn aWP!,y . ri'h ,:, K,l',nk1J,n pec pl e hac1 nowhere t o go because Kra L~ngo 

b r ought the m down frcm Y..e,ka l a ''• 

? r c:.12.a red. £,Y: ,James MA.gella n 

Band2, f.henkro 

D.L. J or dan 

Institute of Linguistics 

Tamal e . 

J.~ Short Histo r y by Nena Bandahene in txplaining t be Reason why we are 

allie s with l~shanti. 

"The r e was a king called Si e , when he died, they divided his -

wives among t h e t o wn. 'rhe chief wh o came t o him wa s Kra Longo. 

\:hen he c2m0 he was a nnoy ec1 and. t old them that, so f a r as th ey ha ve 

divided t he women t o th e t own, they don't v,·ant him t o succeed the 

chief . 

Because of t bG ,vomen, ho fought against a rrl camG t o t h is l and. :·,hen 

th ey re c1 ched. lb.e r e th e r e was noborty on this land up t o Manj e ~ Nsatvkaw, 

Seikwa 3.ml Tain. 'fb oy st ayed a t Banda f or a l ong time and the chief 

of , \sha nti ce;,.o t ~ t hem and greeted . ;~s it is now the Jtshantis can't· 

treat us bad and s;rn t oo ca.n 't cLo th e same t o any Ashanti du e to some 

agr eement b &fore t P..king 1:c medicine in the ol c1 wars ac cor ding t o their 

tradition. 



,. 

... 

l i.ft e r a ll t h is, t he ch ief of Dondo ugu came. J;.t tha t time they 

wer e staying a t Lmanfi a l a nd near Dor ma? J,henkro . The time he came 

her e , Kra Lo ngo had di ed and was succeeded by Sie Longo. The chief 

of Be,niougu b egged him a land t o st ay and he gave him- a l an d an d they 

built a t own cal l ed Bondo ugu and Kafa . Tha t time al l this l a nds were 

b el ongi ng to t he Nana Be.ndahene b efo r e Sab or a and a certa in whit e man 

came. 

itft er al l th e se , t h ere Wf.'.S anot her chief cal l ed Saki. One day 

th e chief of Nse.wkaw Nana J.unpofo came t o Nana Saki a nd t ol d him t o 

lend him monoy t c give t o t he .~shantis because they wanted ;t o ove r 

come him. He ge.ve hi m a bas ketful of money fr ee . 7 hen the .i'. sha ntis 

henr d t h;:,.t Nana Saki gav e h i m t h& :noney they came nncl f ought against 

th e Bandas. In th e war, Ns awkaw ch i ef came and h elped us. We were 

defeated and went t o stay a t 1\komadan. :ie nan away from that t own • 

11.fter the war, Nan a Saki d i ed and he was succ e eded by Nana r,·u1 0 Gyo 

( Gwo ). :,b en Nana Wul o Gyo was a ch i ef th er e was a war between th e 

.Ashantis and Fantis. The iishantis came t o Nana V!ulo Gyo t o go and 

help them. 1.ft e r th e war, Banda p eopl e went a nd stayed at Bouna 

because we v;ere che,r ged aft er th e war tha t we were pla ying co war d ice • 

.And that fl ed. ·us th or e . The re broke a war t oo betwe en we a n::1 th e Ponas. 

\le ove r t ook the ir l and. . One day, th ere was a f e stival a nd Bandas we r e 

all intoxicated and t he Bounas ceme and a tta cked us and dro ve us t o 

Awa ~o , and aft er th e war, Nana Wulo Gyo died and he was succeeded by 

'.-Wulo Dabila . 
1 

;;~hen i ulo Gyo was on the stoo l we f orced t o fi ght thos e 

Bonas and even kill ed t he chief before came t o this present lancl Band.a." 

Prep Hred b y f,.nane J ames Magella n (Sept • . 1974-) 
' ~· , 

l: This Y~ng 's riame is virtually absent on th e list given me • 
.Anoth er absent ee is Nana Saki. 
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